DC SUN BUCKS

NEWSLETTERS / PARENT APPS / GROUP
MESSAGES & SUGGESTED TIMING

HOW TO USE THIS RESOURCE:

This document includes sample text partners can use to share
important information about DC SUN Bucks with their
networks and families. The turnkey messages make it easy for
schools, community organizations, and other local partners to
help spread the word about DC SUN Bucks through their
newsletters, parent groups, and messaging apps and prompt
families to take any necessary actions to receive benefits.

KEY MESSAGES & GRAPHICS INCLUDED IN THIS RESOURCE:

o Any Time / Main Message
« Timed Messages:

o Spring

o End of School Year

o Over the Summer

o Start of School Year
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Any Time / Main Message

Timing: This message can be shared at any time.

When to use: Share this message any time. It's designed to be shared by schools and other
community partners to raise peer-to-peer awareness of DC SUN Bucks and promote how
families can learn more about the program. This message may be particularly helpful for
partners that are going to do a single post about the program.

.

DC SUM Bucks provides
S120 in extra grocery
benefits to families
(like yours?)

during the summer.

DC SUN Bucks ofrece
5120 extra en

beneficios para la
compra de alimentos a
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durante &l verano.
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English blurb:

DC SUN Bucks is returning this year to give families in our
community $120 in extra grocery benefits for each eligible
student. Most eligible students are automatically enrolled in DC
SUN Bucks through other income-tested programs they already
participate in. Most will get their one-time benefits by the start of
summer break, but benefits may arrive at different times
between June and August.

But, some families will need to apply. Help spread the word!
Let families know the new DC SUN Bucks enroliment checker
makes it easy to find out if a student is already enrolled for 2026
benefits or needs to apply at sunbucks.dc.gov.

Spanish blurb:

DC SUN Bucks regresa este afo para apoyar a las familias de
nuestra comunidad con $120 extra en beneficios para comprar
alimentos para cada estudiante elegible. La mayoria de los
estudiantes elegibles son inscritos automaticamente en DC SUN
Bucks a través de otros programas basados en el ingreso del hogar en
los que ya participan. La mayoria recibira sus fondos al inicio de las
vacaciones de verano, pero los beneficios pueden llegar en diferentes
momentos entre junio y agosto.

Pero, algunas familias deben aplicar. jAyuda a correr la voz!
Informar a las familias que usando el nuevo verificador de
inscripciéon de DC SUN Bucks es facil saber si un estudiante ya esta
inscrito para los beneficios de 2026 o necesita aplicar en
sunbucks.dc.gov.

Ambharic blurb:
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When to use: The following messages leverage specific moments in the school
calendar, to draw attention to actions that may be required of families eligible for or
enrolled in the program. These messages can be used by anyone (schools, community
organizations, etc.), but will be particularly useful for those that are able to consistently
promote DC SUN Bucks throughout the year.

Spring Message
Timing: May
When to use: Spread awareness about DC SUN Bucks and the new enrollment checker and

online portal tools that help families better understand whether they will be automatically
enrolled or will need to apply, and how to engage with the program.

English blurb:

DC SUN Bucks are back! Are you ready?
Ay Moy Yy y

DC SUN Bucks provides $120 of extra grocery benefits to

DC SUN Bucks students (like yours!) over the summer’, when ki§ls are?'t ge’Fting
- the meals they usually eat at school. It's a benefit that's designed

are "ght .m“nd to help families in DC who could use extra support buying food.

the corner!

e Most eligible students are automatically enrolled in the

I ——— program, but some will need to apply. Use the new DC SUN

Tl -~ e Bucks enrollment checker to see if your child is already enrolled

for summer 2026 or if you need to apply. It's quick and easy!

Click here to download graphic. Already enrolled or applied? Create an account with the new
DC SUN Bucks online portal to manage your family's SUN
Bucks account, learn how to request a replacement card, and
morel!

Find both new tools and learn more at: sunbucks.dc.gov.

Quick tip! If your student already has a DC SUN Bucks card
or your family participates in SNAP or TANF, then benefits will be
added to your existing EBT card. Other students who are new to
DC SUN Bucks will receive a card in the mail. Families with
multiple eligible students will get a card for each student.



https://sunbucks.dc.gov/?utm_source=partners&utm_medium=social+media+-+newsletter&utm_campaign=DC+SUN+Bucks+Partner+Outreach
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Click here to download graphic.

Spanish blurb:

iDC SUN Bucks ha vuelto! ¢ Estas listo?

DC SUN Bucks proporciona $120 extra en beneficios para la
compra de alimentos a estudiantes (jcomo los tuyos!) durante el
verano, cuando no reciben las comidas que suelen comer en la
escuela. Es un beneficio disefiado para ayudar a las familias de DC que
podrian necesitar un apoyo extra comprando comida.

La mayoria de los estudiantes elegibles son inscritos
automaticamente en el programa, pero algunos deben aplicar. Utiliza
el nuevo verificador de inscripcién de DC SUN Bucks para ver si tu
hijo ya esta inscrito para los beneficios de 2026 o necesitas aplicar. jEs
rapido y facil!

¢Ya estas inscrito o ya aplicaste? jCrea una cuenta con el nuevo
portal en linea de DC SUN Bucks para gestionar los beneficios SUN
Bucks de tu familia, aprender como pedir una tarjeta de reemplazoy
mas!

Encuentra ambas herramientas y aprende mas en:
sunbucks.dc.gov.

iConsejo rapido! Si tu estudiante ya tiene una tarjeta DC SUN
Bucks o tu familia participa en SNAP o TANF, entonces los beneficios
se afadiran a su tarjeta EBT existente. Los demas estudiantes que
sean nuevos en el programa DC SUN Bucks recibiran una tarjeta por
correo. Las familias con varios estudiantes elegibles recibirdn una
tarjeta por cada estudiante.

Ambharic blurb:
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NHANER TIEPF QATO LTANT ARLYR72. T99¢ NCE TFA:
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End of School Year Message

Timing: May — early June

When to use: Spread awareness about DC SUN Bucks and DC's new enrollment checker and
online portal tools that help families better understand whether they will be automatically
enrolled or will need to apply, and how to manage their DC SUN Bucks account online.

Remind families about SUN Bucks and how to access benefits. This message focuses on
informing families that they may automatically receive benefits and how they should expect to
receive benefits, as well as prompting families who don't expect to be automatically enrolled to
check if they are eligible and how to apply. DC SUN Bucks online application will be available

from June 8 - August 23, 2026.

Click here to download graphic.

English blurb:

DC SUN Bucks provides extra grocery benefits to families
(like yours!) giving each eligible student a one-time $120
benefit this summer.

Most eligible students are automatically enrolled in the
program, but some will need to apply. Use the new DC SUN
Bucks enrollment checker to see if your student is already
enrolled for summer 2026 or if you need to apply. It's quick and
easy! The online application for 2026 benefits will be available
June 8 - August 25, 2026.

Already enrolled or applied? Create an account with the new
DC SUN Bucks online portal to manage your family’s SUN
Bucks account, learn how to request a replacement card, and
more!

Find both new tools and learn more at: sunbucks.dc.gov.

Quick tip! If your student already has a DC SUN Bucks card
or your family participates in SNAP or TANF, then benefits will
be added to your existing EBT card. Other students who are
new to DC SUN Bucks will receive a card in the mail. Families
with multiple eligible students will get a card for each student.



https://sunbucks.dc.gov/?utm_source=partners&utm_medium=social+media+-+newsletter&utm_campaign=DC+SUN+Bucks+Partner+Outreach
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Spanish blurb:

DC SUN Bucks proporciona beneficios extra para la compra de
alimentos a familias (jcomo la tuya!) dando a cada estudiante
elegible un pago unico de $120 en beneficios este verano.

La mayoria de los estudiantes elegibles son inscritos
automaticamente en el programa, aunque algunos deben aplicar.
Utiliza el nuevo verificador de inscripcion de DC SUN Bucks para
ver si tu estudiante ya esta inscrito para el verano 2026 o si necesitas
aplicar. iEs rapido y facil! La aplicacion en linea para los beneficios
2026 estara disponible entre el 8 de junio y el 25 de agosto de 2026.

¢Ya estas inscrito o ya aplicaste? jCrea una cuenta con el nuevo
portal en linea de DC SUN Bucks para gestionar los beneficios SUN
Bucks de tu familia, aprender como pedir una tarjeta de reemplazo,
Yy mas!

Encuentra ambas herramientas y aprende mas en:
sunbucks.dc.gov.

iConsejo rapido! Si tu estudiante ya tiene una tarjeta DC SUN
Bucks o tu familia ya participa en SNAP o TANF, entonces los
beneficios se afadirdn a tu tarjeta EBT existente. Los demas
estudiantes que sean nuevos en el programa DC SUN Bucks
recibirdn una tarjeta por correo. Las familias con varios estudiantes
elegibles recibirdn una tarjeta por cada estudiante.

Ambharic blurb:

DC SUN Bucks ALTANT: (AY2ACAP £iAY) T6ROTS PAPMAPM
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https://sunbucks-dc-gov.translate.goog/?_x_tr_sl=en&_x_tr_tl=es&_x_tr_hl=en&_x_tr_pto=wapp&utm_source=caption&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=Sp+partner+outreach
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1v1C_i8afhoXjpbKrP8OkPaZxkjZqekgF/view?usp=sharing
https://sunbucks.dc.gov/?utm_source=partners&utm_medium=social+media+-+newsletter&utm_campaign=DC+SUN+Bucks+Partner+Outreach
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1NdJC6UEFTg5edlnuAgccyRjIY3t1BxIO/view?usp=sharing

Over the Summer Message

Timing: June — end of August

When to use: Spread awareness about DC SUN Bucks and DC's August 23, 2026 application
deadline for families that have not received 2026 benefits yet, and for those that have
received benefits, remind them that benefits will expire after about 4 months. Promote the
new online tools available to help families better understand and engage with the program.
This message may also reach families who thought they'd receive benefits but didn't and
prompt them to seek out more information and/or apply, if needed.

English blurb:

Don’t miss out on DC SUN Bucks and DC Youth Meals!

o

DC SUN Bucks benefits are issued as a one-time payment of
$120 per eligible student, and most benefits will arrive
between June and August. If you haven't received DC SUN
Bucks yet, there’s still time!

If you haven't received
DC SUN Bucks, Apply by August 23, 2026 to receive extra support to buy
you can still IIIIH!FI groceries this summer for your kids! Find out if your student is
eligible and how to apply at: sunbucks.dc.gov!
™ ST 0 Pely .

Don't forget! DC SUN Bucks benefits expire after about 4
months. Any unused benefits left on the card will be removed
and cannot be reissued. So why not pick up some healthy

Click here to download graphic. groceries while you're doing your back-to-school shopping?

Click here to download graphic option 2.

Did you know? You've got options for healthy food this
summer for your students! The DC Youth Meals Program
(DCYMP) offers nutritious no-cost meals during the summer.
Visit osse.dc.gov/dcyouthmeals to find over 100 open sites
across the District.
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Click here to download graphic.

Click here to download a second graphic option.

Spanish blurb:

iNo te quedes sin DC SUN Bucks y DC Youth Meals Program (el
programa de comidas para jévenes del DC)!

Los beneficios de DC SUN Bucks se emiten como un pago Unico de
$120 por cada estudiante elegible, y la mayoria de los beneficios
llegaran entre junio y agosto. Si no has recibido DC SUN Bucks,
jaun hay tiempo!

iAplica antes del 23 de agosto de 2026 para recibir apoyo
adicional para comprar alimentos este verano para tus hijos!
Verifica si tu estudiante es elegible y cébmo aplicar en:
sunbucks.dc.gov!

iNo lo olvides! Los beneficios de DC SUN Bucks caducan
después de unos 4 meses. Cualquier beneficio no utilizado que
guede en la tarjeta sera eliminado y no podra ser reemitido. ¢ Por
gué no comprar algo de comida saludable mientras haces las
compras para el regreso a clases?

¢Sabias que? iTienes opciones de comida saludable este
verano para tus estudiantes! Las comidas para jovenes de DC
(conocido como DC Youth Meals Program en inglés) ofrece
comidas nutritivas sin costo durante el verano. Visite
osse.dc.gov/dcyouthmeals para encontrar mas de 100 lugares
abiertos en toda la ciudad.

Ambharic blurb:
DC SUN Bucks A§ 2.0 POMEYF N5 AYL2P0DAMP!

?DC SUN Bucks M$99 MPIPF Ax7E Ng 199¢ x7L $120 PA7E LK A&
RILNM ALY ANHEPE MPIY MIPF 999G NEY ANN MINT OC NAD L
@O 4@ sty DC SUN Bucks NATT: Al79° LK AA!

NHY NI AAEFP APMAPMTY ACOHT TERIIE EI& ATITT+ Ahh XAt
237 2026 £¢h PODARE! TI9CP Nk ALY AG AT 99MDANT AYLILF A N:-
sunbucks.dc.gov AL £0¢!

»8CA! ?DC SUN Bucks M$99 MPPF N4 O+ 1297 N2A 2NPA: NNCS.
AL 994 TITFDI MPP AL LAPA MPTY MPPPF £ D1&A AT A7IT AN(ME
KEFAP: 8.8 ML FIPUCT T AGDIDAN ANSR RYLTE MEIY AeMAPMFY
ATPT REHIP?

LO® £EA? NHY NI ATOILPFP MLEST I POTVTT ACTLLBF AAPY!
22,0, POM+F 99°1N TC &9 (DC Youth Meals Program (DCYMP)) NND
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Start of School Year Message

Timing: August — December

When to use: Inform and remind families that DC SUN Bucks benefits will expire and that they
should use them as soon as possible. Promote the DC SUN Bucks online portal so families can stay
informed about their benefits year-round. And remind families to keep their card for future
summers since benefits will be added to the same card each year for enrolled students.
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Click here to download graphic.
Click here to download graphic option 2.
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Click here to download graphic.
Click here to download graphic option 2.

English blurb:

Spend your DC SUN Bucks before they expire and
be sure to keep your EBT card for next year!

Benefits expire about 4 months after they are issued,
so why not pick up some healthy groceries while you're
doing your back-to-school shopping?

Find your exact benefit expiration date on your
DC SUN Bucks notice or by signing into the DC SUN
Bucks portal at sunbucks.dc.gov.

Remember! Be sure to keep their card in a safe place
— if your student is enrolled again next summer,
benefits will be added to the same card.

Spanish blurb:

iGasta tus DC SUN Bucks antes de que caduquen y
asegurate de guardar tu tarjeta EBT para el préximo afo!

Los beneficios caducan unos 4 meses después de ser
emitidos, asi que ¢ por qué no comprar algo saludable
mientras haces las compras para el regreso a clases?

Encuentra tu fecha de caducidad actual en tu aviso de
DC SUN Bucks o inicia una sesién en el portal en linea de
DC SUN Bucks en sunbucks.dc.gov.

iRecuerda! Guarda tu tarjeta en un lugar seguro — si tu
estudiante esta inscrito de nuevo el préximo verano, los
beneficios se afladirdn en la misma tarjeta.



https://sunbucks.dc.gov/?utm_source=partners&utm_medium=social+media+-+newsletter&utm_campaign=DC+SUN+Bucks+Partner+Outreach
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Ambharic blurb:
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https://sunbucks-dc-gov.translate.goog/?_x_tr_sl=en&_x_tr_tl=am&_x_tr_hl=en&_x_tr_pto=wapp&utm_source=caption&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=Am+partner+outreach
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-NqyVw-PWPtAVDLdHhmznvpVa0JIxfhf/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/19eJYh_akUvB-vgQBtMXGwTTS2nivJAx4/view?usp=sharing

	HOW TO USE THIS RESOURCE:
	Any Time / Main Message
	Timing: This message can be shared at any time.
	English blurb:
	Click here to download graphic.
	Click here to download graphic.
	Spanish blurb:

	Click here to download graphic.
	Amharic blurb:


	TIMED MESSAGES
	When to use: The following messages leverage specific moments in the school calendar, to draw attention to actions that may be required of families eligible for or enrolled in the program. These messages can be used by anyone (schools, community organizations, etc.), but will be particularly useful for those that are able to consistently promote DC SUN Bucks throughout the year.
	Spring Message
	Timing: May
	When to use: Spread awareness about DC SUN Bucks and the new enrollment checker and online portal tools that help families better understand whether they will be automatically enrolled or will need to apply, and how to engage with the program.
	English blurb:
	DC SUN Bucks are back! Are you ready?
	Find both new tools and learn more at: sunbucks.dc.gov.
	Click here to download graphic.




	Click here to download graphic.
	Spanish blurb:
	¡DC SUN Bucks ha vuelto! ¿Estás listo?
	Encuentra ambas herramientas y aprende más en: sunbucks.dc.gov.

	Click here to download graphic.
	Amharic blurb:
	DC SUN Bucks ተመልሷል! ተዘጋጅተዋል?

	End of School Year Message
	Timing: May — early June
	When to use: Spread awareness about DC SUN Bucks and DC’s new enrollment checker and online portal tools that help families better understand whether they will be automatically enrolled or will need to apply, and how to manage their DC SUN Bucks account online.
	Remind families about SUN Bucks and how to access benefits. This message focuses on informing families that they may automatically receive benefits and how they should expect to receive benefits, as well as prompting families who don’t expect to be automatically enrolled to check if they are eligible and how to apply. DC SUN Bucks online application will be available from June 8 - August 23, 2026.

	Click here to download graphic.
	English blurb:
	🍎 DC SUN Bucks provides extra grocery benefits to families (like yours!) giving each eligible student a one-time $120 benefit this summer.
	Find both new tools and learn more at: sunbucks.dc.gov.


	Click here to download graphic.
	Spanish blurb:
	🍎 DC SUN Bucks proporciona beneficios extra para la compra de alimentos a familias (¡como la tuya!) dando a cada estudiante elegible un pago único de $120 en beneficios este verano.
	Encuentra ambas herramientas y aprende más en: sunbucks.dc.gov.

	Click here to download graphic.
	Amharic blurb:
	🍎 DC SUN Bucks ለቤተሰቦች (እንደእርስዎ ያሉ!) ተጨማሪ የሸቀጣሸቀጥ ጥቅማጥቅሞችን የሚያቀርብ ሲሆን እያንዳንዱ ብቁ ተማሪ በዚህ በጋ የአንድ ጊዜ የ$120 ጥቅማጥቅም ያገኛል።

	Over the Summer Message
	Timing: June — end of August
	When to use: Spread awareness about DC SUN Bucks and DC’s August 23, 2026 application deadline for families that have not received 2026 benefits yet, and for those that have received benefits, remind them that benefits will expire after about 4 months. Promote the new online tools available to help families better understand and engage with the program. This message may also reach families who thought they’d receive benefits but didn’t and prompt them to seek out more information and/or apply, if needed.

	Click here to download graphic. Click here to download graphic option 2.
	English blurb:
	Don’t miss out on DC SUN Bucks and DC Youth Meals!


	Click here to download graphic. Click here to download a second graphic option.
	Spanish blurb:
	¡No te quedes sin DC SUN Bucks y DC Youth Meals Program (el programa de comidas para jóvenes del DC)!

	Click here to download graphic. Click here to download a second graphic option.
	Amharic blurb:
	DC SUN Bucks እና የዲሲ የወጣቶች ምግቦች እንዳያመልጥዎ!

	Start of School Year Message
	Timing: August — December
	When to use: Inform and remind families that DC SUN Bucks benefits will expire and that they should use them as soon as possible. Promote the DC SUN Bucks online portal so families can stay informed about their benefits year-round. And remind families to keep their card for future summers since benefits will be added to the same card each year for enrolled students.

	Click here to download graphic. Click here to download graphic option 2.
	English blurb:
	🍎Spend your DC SUN Bucks before they expire and be sure to keep your EBT card for next year!
	🍎Find your exact benefit expiration date on your DC SUN Bucks notice or by signing into the DC SUN Bucks portal at sunbucks.dc.gov.

	Click here to download graphic. Click here to download graphic option 2.
	Spanish blurb:
	🍎¡Gasta tus DC SUN Bucks antes de que caduquen y asegúrate de guardar tu tarjeta EBT para el próximo año!
	🍎Encuentra tu fecha de caducidad actual en tu aviso de DC SUN Bucks o inicia una sesión en el portal en línea de DC SUN Bucks en sunbucks.dc.gov.


	Click here to download graphic. Click here to download graphic option 2.
	Amharic blurb:
	🍎 የእርስዎን DC SUN Bucks ጊዜያቸው ከማለፉ በፊት ይጠቀሙ እና የEBT ካርድዎን ለቀጣዩ ዓመት ማስቀመጥዎን ያረጋግጡ!
	🍎ጥቅማጥቅምዎ የሚያበቃበትን ትክክለኛ ቀን በDC SUN Bucks ማስታወቂያዎ ላይ ወይም በDC SUN Bucks ፖርታል ላይ በ sunbucks.dc.gov ላይ በመመዝገብ ያግኙ።


